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Bring the exterior feel into your home

Rusticand raw interiors help you bond with nature, butcome ata higher cost

NAMRATA KOHLI

Raw and rustic interiors have
caught on like wildfire. Be it
upmarket homes, luxury resorts
or smart condominiums, the
focustoday is on keeping theinte-
tiors clean and simple, and giving
thema natural, earthy look, Some
trace this “outdoor entering
indoor” theme to the modern
nomad’s psyche. Even though he
lives in the midst of a concrete
jungle, his mind and heart crave
for proximity to nature.

Rustic look to please modern
tastes: Designer and home store
owner Nitin Kohli has seen grow-
ing demand from clients for
homes that resonate the nature
theme. At his home interior store,
the natural looking table with bar
stools is a bestseller, He says this
kind of raw appeal holds sway
over people who are nature lovers,
and have made eco-friendly, sus-
lainable Living an integral part of
their lifestyle.

The rustic look has, however,
been given a makeover Lo suil
modern-day sensibilities. “While
the rustic style was traditionally
dark and heavy, the modern rake
on it is one that feels fresh and
real, light and grounded,” says
Ruchi Mishra, architect at
Rudrabhishek Enterprises, a
consultancy. The style must be
minimalistic. “Keep an open floor
plan, maintain exposed natural
architecture, and pull in some
modern  furniture,” advises
Mishra. Above all, get rid of
clurter,

Interior designers are juxta-
posing the earthy elements of rus-
tic style with a clean modern

CHOOSE ACCORDING TO YOUR BUDGET

Area of house

Description/
features

Price range
(in¥/sq feet)

FloorTiles 450
350
L 100
Red Oxide flooring 80
‘Metalflooring 700
WallTiles Unpolished stone 85
Sandstone and limestone 250
Wooden panelling 350
Corlewall panelling 300_
Unfinished Surfaces ~ Unplastered, roughwalls 85
Patina on wood 175
Bathroom Finishes ~ Wooden tiles 85-250
Terrazzoflooring 250-500
Unpolished stone 100
Display /Accessories  Vintage pottery w 500-25,000

design to achieve a chic, conterm-
porary effect, Accent pieces — like
a birch bark lamp or brass drawer
pulls shaped like twigs — are

being used to provide nature-
inspired detailing, Pair materials
suchasuntreated wood and stone,
un-plastered walls, and exposed

concrete with plain white walls. A
fire place and some rustic furnish-
ings can give your dwelling place
the feel of a country house.

Muted hues: The colour palette
must be kept simple. While nature
has its fair share of vibrant hues,
the typical rustic style is best
achieved with nature’s more mut-
ed tones. According (o designer
Sanjyt Syngh, who recently creat-
ed an upmarket wooden Swiss
chalet for a Delhi-based high net
worth individual, “The tones
should be derived from natural
elements. They can vary from
shades of brown o blues to
greens. [f one wants to go bold, I
would suggest deeper jewel
tones.”

Flexible layouts: This is an
intrinsic par of the mstic style.
“Raw and rustic homes normally
do not have a rigid layoul.” says
Privanka, architect at 42 MM.
Adds Rudraksh, also from the
same firm: “Flexible layouts allow
the user (o interpret the space in
his own way and add his own
flavour to it. Such layouts are also
able to accommodate the user's
changing nesds.”

Get the accessories right: The
rustic style favours masculine
accessories. “Dainty, feminine
pieces will get lost or feel out of
place in a rustic-styled space,”
says Mishra. She suggests using
faux hides, like zebra or cowhide
rugs and sheepskin throws,

The right accessoriesendowa
soul to a space. "Accessories like
handerafted, rustic, disunessed
finished metal articles that res-
onale with the story of the user
add character to the space” says
Privankaol 42 MM.

Rustic look comes at a
premium: Giving a rustic look to
a modern home does cost more
than creatinga standard intericr.
While the materials used are nar-
ural, customising them for mod-
ern structures requires special
treatment and skills. Achieving
their raw chic nature and finish
is quite a challenge. Availability
of these materialsis limited with-
in cities and hence they come at
a higher price. While it would cost
about 3.000-6,000 per square
feet lo creale a conventional
modern, home interior, impart-
ing a rustic look drives costs up.

In. say, hilly areas, [inding rus-
tic materials is relatively easier
and there they are also more eco-
nomical. Maintaining these
homes is, however, less taxing.
Well-kept rustic interiors last for
years, remain timeless, and elim-
inate the need forrencvation.

As interior designer Syngh
puts if, a rustic home induces “a
sense of calm and peace.” This
happens because you bring the
theme of nature into your home.
Materials such as beautiful
woods give it the vibe of a perfect
getaway [tom hectic city life and
creare a peaceful haven.



