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Can Indl_a turn its cities
into engines of growth?

Bearing immense promise, Indian cities are ready to

lead the charge in the nation’s development. This

Republic Day, we delve into how India can empower
its cities to become agents of wide-ranging growth

Saundaryasain
Elimesgroup. com

moall the vears of India be-
Iiup, a prond Bepublic, Indi-

an cities have turned into
cradles of urbanisation, They
have made it possible for cili-
#ens loenjoy better lfestyles.
blgaer opporviunities, amd bold-
er aspivations. With almost 11
per cent of the tolal global or-
Ban population living in Indian
cities, we'te the second-larges!

urban svstem in the world, as

senior associ

per a NT Aavog report. What's
more, although the cities cov-
eroonly 3 per eent ol the na-
tions land, they comprise GO
por cent of the country’s GDE
Commenting on the epochal
urbanisation. Rutul Joshi, a
e prolessor al
an institution focused on ur-
ban planning and architecture,
nates, “In recentl decades
clttes have taken a rebicth In
Lap into Wtheir potential, The
concenteation of Lalent and in-
dusiries in them has spurreed
coonomic growth and
given people [om un-
derdeveloped re-
sions e inancial
and social capital
to mone up in the
wordd.”
Natiorwieke -
[rastructure
projects and ini-
liatives such as
Smart Cilies
Mission have
paszsed the
mantle of coo-

nomic transtormation Lo cilies.

Prablakar bumar, AVE of ur-

ban planning at an integrated
urban development and infra-
structure consultanoy, ligh-
lahts, “Cities with developed
infrastructure and skilled work-
foree have attracted more in-
vestments and put | Innovation
i e driving =

With over Ier ol India
slated o go urban in the
approaching decisdes, cities can
lead the nation into an era of
oromthe
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EMSURING EQUITABLE GROWTH
Drespite the wave of urbanisa-
tion, only mited lop-tiee cilies
i caped the rewards of
Inclias urban story, The regional
dizparity in urban development
has  also  become  guite
proneunced. as revealed in Ue
Ease of Living Index 2020 pub-
lisTed by the Indian govermment.
As such, how can India ensuare
the equitable development of
eithes across the boasd?
Bumar bejleves the answer
lies in clear vision, specilio goals
and detailed action plans. “Well-
delined measures such as pro-
moting affordable housing,
developing  publie spaces,
improwving eneigy efficiency, ete.,

THIS SUPPLEMENT IS AN ADVERTORIAL AND PROMOTION

are the need of the hour
Streammlined urban plaming thal
enbanees the oualiey of e and
urban services while culling
cosls is yet o be implemented
on a large scale,” he details.

Saswal Bamdyopadhy I
urban planning professional
with 28 vears of experience in
this sector in South Asia, elab-
orates, "Indian cities are grow-
Ing I an onganie fashion. How-
ever, (o harness Hicir cconomic
potential, we need a specialised
enabling framework for every
area that recognises the
sirengths, be it heritage and
Lourism or elher special trades,
A newer outlook towaris cities
which perceives them as
functional enterprises
Tor promating vestn
coonomic productiviry.”

L ]
BECKONING A DIGITAL
REVOLUTION

Ih: qu.n]slnlhx ay avers that dig-

ney of growtl for rmt-, "Man-
ual planning makes our cliles
inefMicient. 10s high time we hars-
ness our domestic IT talent o
streamline data and simplity
provesses in laxation, proper-
Ly management and [other] ar-

Right Etum NOGR (National
Capital Region) to MME (Mum-
bai Metropolitan  Region),
expanding development into the
peripheral ter 2 and 3 cliies
has eduoed pressure on arban
centres and paved the way lor
more opportunitics in jobs,
property ownership, ete, “Al-
fordable housing in peri-urban
arcas  provides a  belier
standard of lile away from he
pollution  and  congestion.
Hence, promaoting housing op-
tions for low-income families
in smaller cities will improve
citywide infrastructure and en-
courage betler avemies in ed-
ucation, healthcare, leisure and
enlertainment. This will also
strengthen local communitics,
allow more job openings, and
spur investment and develop-
ment in the cities,” remarks
co-founder
anil divector of a real estate de-
velopment company.
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REVIVAL AND RESILIENCE

While boilding the capacity of
small Wwwns, the degeneration
ol developed cities is ollen
overlooked, believes Joshi. In
a  global  liveability  index,

which analvsed 173 cities,

Indian  cities  rank  low—
between 140 (Delhi) and 146G
({Bengaluru). “There is a necd
1o systematically rebuild and
revive core city areas to
accommodale more peaple.
From freeing up ground area
for public parks and green
spaces Lo urban platming that
incorporates social change,
theres  much that can be
dlone.” be mentions.

Samyak Jain, director of a

In recent decaces, cities have

taken & rebirth %o tap into thes
poizntial. The cancentrafion of

talent and industries in them
has spurred ecanomic grawth

and given pecdle fram

underdeveloped regions the

finanoial and sockal capital fo move

up in the warld. Nationwide

infrastructure projects and

Initiathves have further passed the

mantle of economic transformation

0 ciles

real estate group, also agrees
thal redevelopment projects
are o must o address he
.gnmulgm eds of urban india.
These projects
e urbian spaces
and improve the lives of resi-
dents with upgraded trans-
portation, sustainable spaces.
beiter housing, transit-orieni-
ol development and  more.
However, careful planning and
execution (s a must to ensure
that these projects are inclu-
sivie, equitable, and sustain-
able so that potential negative
ity s such as displace-
ment, loss ol heritage, elo.,
are mitigated as much as
possible.”

Hence, citles need to priori-
tise O {gquality infrastructore
investments), wherein climate
resillence and Inclusivity ;
the underlying layers of every
development project,

“Withioat
iz, the cconamle advantapes
o development gel depleted

because our cilics become
ineffic with  pollution,
Noods, cle, Climate resilicnos:

will empower our cities to
Bounce back from any strain
and thrive in an uncertain
future,”  concliudes  Bandy-
apadhyay.

A= India heads towards a
LS 5 rrillion economy, cities
musl serve as engines of
arowth.
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